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WHEELING
TRUST & SAVINGS

BANK

A FULL SERVICE BANK

Phones: Suburban 537-0020 Chicago 775-7171

MEMBER FDIC

Each depositer insured to $15,000
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Congratulations Wheeling on your 75th ,Anniversary
from your elected officials.

I
, I

Ira A. Bird

Peter J. Egan

Ted C. Scanlon

VILLAGE OF WHEELING
J~2 g'~ 9un.ek GPoaa'-ned'~, .3?7wuW
(/?~ ~

e-Lr/uy/f 7-2/4/

A Diamond Jubilee Celebration is the time for reflection. The time to reflect on
the events of the past, and goals to be reached in the future.

Goals for our future are set and we know that they will be reached. Wheeling looks
to its past to secure its future. A future we know we will all be proud of, because of
the heritage left to us by our forefathers.

Man has seen a tremendous advance in medicine, the arts, science, and in man's
conquering of space. Americans are ~II proud of the accomplishments of their fellow
man. Wheeling is what America is all about.

On this, Wheeling's 75th Anniversary, our "little" community respects the past,
and looks forward to the future of new goals that may be reflected upon by our chil
dren and their children.

In 1894, Wheeling, a "sleepy" little community, had citizens who were far sighted
enough to provide this community with its present form of government. Descendants
of our first Village fathers, still reside in our community and are still actively inter
ested in our Village. Through the years, the Village has grown. With growth, new res
idents saw Wheeling as the place to live and raise their families. Growth was slow at
first, but OUR Village has become home to over 14,000 residents. With the influx of
population, business and industry became a must. We are proud of what Wheeling
has to offer along these lines. Our pride in our community grows daily; schools,
churches and civic organizations all lend to Wheeling's pride. Pride is reflected in
progress...and Wheeling is progressing through its citizenry.

.~.;

:~~j
t

::::
~:~ Sincerely YOU)? ~

~~~~ r::::~C'.~
'.-. Ted C. Scanlon

Village President

Trustees Trustees

Ira A. Bird John Koeppen Jr.

Peter J. Egan Roger Stricker

William 0: Hart Michael Valenza

~~; Evelyn R. Diens, Clerk

~;~:::.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::;:;:::::;:::::::::;:::;:~:.:.:.:.:.:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:.:.:~:~:~:.:~:.~;:;

Evelyn R. Diens
Clerk

Micheal Valenza Roger Stricker John Koeppen Jr. William O. Hart
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The Historian's Role

il(nowledge is born of experience
Experience recorded is history
Accumulatively these records unveil
Answers to part of Iife's mystery.

Jleritage is fed by these records
And pride in the past kept alive
To give direction to those who may follow
And engender the will to survive. .

lIf the future is to be expanded
The foundation on which it is laid
Must be the great truths of history
If real progress is to be made.

And so we salute the historians
Who document the rise and the fall
And the events of peoples and nations
To enrich the lives of us all.

Written and dedicated to the members of the Wheeling
Historical Society on August 26, 1967, by Glenn Oaks.

*
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DEDICATION

~..-~--_ ......--

mhiS Chronicle cannot be dedicated in the usual sense. It is

not a work of literature, nor can it be traced directly to a

single individual or group, and it will not be completed so

long as mankind continues to exist.

iGet us, therefore, acknowledge the many hours expended by

the members of the Wheeling Historical Society in researching

this project; dedicate the History itself to those who help"d

to create it; and dedicate ourselves to the building of a future

worthy of our heritage.

*
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...................................................................
Our Village Presidents

...............................................................

HENRY BOEHMER 1894 - 1895

J. P. HAUSAM 1895 - 1899

JACOB SCHWI NGEL 1899 - 1904

HENRY BOEHMER 1904 - 1908

JACOB SCHWINGEL 1908 - 1917

GEORGE SICKS 1917-1919

JACOB SCHWINGEL 1919 - 1924

LEW HOLTJE 1924 - 1928

JULIUS MEINKEN 1928 - 1935

HANS SCHMIDT 1935 - 1945

ARTHUR ORTEGEL 1945 - 1953

EDWARD GI ESEKE, JR. 1953 - 1957

A. R. MC INTYRE 1957 - 1965

TE D C. SCAN LON 1965 -
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Des Plaines River

Whe sparkling waters of the Des Plaines River as it appeared
prior to the turn of the century.

(c)1969 Wheeeling Historical Society



PROLOGUE
The End and The Beginning -1832

The natural divide between the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi
waterways is marked by a slight rise in the ground just a few
hundred yards east of the Des Plaines River.

At the top of this rise, a long figure sits motionless on his
pony, totally unaware of the classic pose he has assumed as he
slumps over his pony and the golden rays of the setting sun etch
him in sharp silhouette against the deep blue of the cloudless
sky.

Old Half Da, Chief of the Potawatomi, is deeply touched, his
eyes glazed by the intensity of his concentratlo·n. He doesn't
need eyes to see the natural beauty surrounding him. It is etched
deeply in his memory: The lushness of the grass that attracts
the large buffalo herds, the sparkling waters of the river as it
wends it ways through virgin woodlands, a profusion of multi
colored flowers lining its banks to show it the way, and the gold
en tipped prairie grass so tall that is completely obscures from
view the body of a full grown man on horseback.

This scene, unchanged since the time of his ancestors, is more
dear to the old man than his own life.

All of the Chief's instincts and wisdom, born of years of
experience in leading h is people, always alert for signs of danger,
tell him that he now faces the most difficult decision of his life.
He is fully aware that life as it is know to his people must surely
undergo a m\'ljor change. Already his cousins to the East have
vacated their homelands, leaving them to the hordes of white
men who descend like locusts upon the Indian's hunting grounds,
burning off the grass and desecrating the virgin soil with their
steel plowshires to raise food for ever increasing numbers of their
own kind.

The steadily mounting pressures forced on him by the en
croachment of the homesteaders is the subject of the Chief's
troubled thoughts. The white man has offered treaties which
mean that the Indian must cede all rights to his ancestral home
and move to the desolate areas of the arid West; or they could
stay and fight. Fight a battle which they must surely lose in the
end?

An imperceptible shudder passes through old Haf Da at the
thought of turning tail and running like a dog, but he knows that
to stay and fight would mean the death of many of his people
and, still, that the end result would be the same.

The corners of his mouth turn downward in scorn at the
thought of the white men digging in the fields, building animal
pens and perform ing all sort of other menial tasks. "Squaw's
work." How much deeper would be his humiliation and chagrin
if he but knew that the word "I ndian", the wh ite man's name
for him, was the result of the error of a lost sailor who thought
that he had discovered a new route to the Ind ies!

As the sun in its downward motion settles behind the trees, it
casts lengthening shadows which hide the hint of moisture in the
old man's eyes as awareness once again returns th'e light of
consciousness to them.

Noises from the camp remind him that time for the evening
meal is near. He stretches himself to relieve the tensions and
stiffness brought on by sitting too long in one position,and knee
ing his pony into motion, he heads for the comforts of his camp.

Perhaps it is the resu It of hu nger pangs, or maybe it is the bitter
knowledge of things to come, for as the old Chief moves slowly
through the tall grass, his lips seem to form the words: .
"It is Time".
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*************************************************************

DIAMOND JUBILEE SPONSORS
*************************************************************

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Welflin Casa Maria Coif'fures

The last Straw International Iron Works, Inc.

Duet Beauty Salon Ethel's Golden Thimble

Castle Home Furnishings Dunhurst Shell

Weidner's Poultry Farm Ben Franklin (Dunhurst)

Mama D's Pizzeria Gems Fashions

Trowbridge Crafts King Midas Barber Shop

Dalite Bleach Ed's Finest Carpet Cleaners

Bruce's Cities Service Prospect Heights Barber Shop

Wheeling Banquet all and Cocktail lounge

* * * * *
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1Jn 1814, the elevation of the Territory of III inois to state

hood heralded the end of the existence of the Ind ians in the
state:including the Potawatomi in the area which is now known
as Wheeling.

There have been many stories written about the methods
used to induce the Indians to sign the treaties wh ich deeded
their land to the white man, but probably the mosthonestone
is that the Indians were given large quantities of "fire-water"
to cloud their judgment.

Whatever the reasons or methods used, one fact remains; The
Indians did sign the treaties, and, in 1833, were ordered to
leave the state.

Prior to the signing of the treaties, the first wh ite man arrived
in the Wheeling area. Little is known as to his background, in
fact, there is no record of his first name. He is simply known
in the records as "Mr. Sweet."

Mr. Sweet arrived in March of 1833, and built a cabin in
which he liv~d for approximately six months. He was appar
ently on excellent terms with the Indians, because this was
prior to the ratification of the treaties and it is known that the
Ind ians were generally opposed to any wh ite man settl ing on
their lands.

George Strong moved into the Sweet cabin on the Second of
September, after being advised by Col. Thomas Owen, the
Indian agent in Chicago, not to do so. Mr. Strong was informed
that should he attempt to occupy the land, the United States
troops wou Id have to defend the rights of the Ind ians if any
trouble ensued.

Mr. Strong apparently figured that the treaty would soon be
ratified and decided to take the risk. He bought the claim from
Mr. Sweet in October, for the sum of Sixty Dollars, and thus
became the first permanent white settler ~ the Wheeling area.

Shortly after taking possession of the cabin, Strong was
surrounded by approximately a dozen Indians. He went out
side and fought with them, knocking at least one Indian down,
and somehow escaped with his life. It is thought that his lack
of apparent fear was the thing that saved him.

This tenacity and strength of purpose was also present in
the character of the other settlers'- who began to arrive in
greater numbers after the ratification of the treaties. After the
banishment of the Indians, the greatest danger faced by the
settlers was that of claim-jumpers. This threat diminished when
the legitimate settlers organized to fight the claim-jumpers who
generally worked along.

Joseph Filkins built the first residence in the vicinity of
Wheeling proper in 1834, and as the surrounding area became
more densely populated, a post ottlce was established in 1836,
with Mr. Filkins as the first postmaster. This increase in pop
ulation alsr presented other problems such as the need for a
store where items could be bought that could not be made in
the home. Another need was for a meeting place where the
men could gather and discuss problems, or just make small
talk. Both of these requirements were met in 1837, when Mr.
Filkins built the first commercial building, a tavern-hotel. In
the same year, Russell Wheeler and· Charles Daniels opened a
general store.

SHARING IN
THE PROGRESS OF WHEELING

For 11 years ... the

"LOOK OF LEADERSHIP"

in Vacuum Investment

and Superalloys.

MARTIN METALS I
DIVISION

EXECUTIVE OFFICES:

250 N. 12th St. Wheeling

537-2180

Support
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Wheeling's first Commercial Enterprise was this tavern
hotel, built by Joseph Filkins in 1837. Located on the
Northwest corner of Milwaukee and Dundee, this
building was the site fo Wheeling's first Post Office and

served as a regular coach stop for the stage from
Chicago to Milwaukee. This picture was taken in 1905.
The building was demolished in 1918.

First Enterprise

Filkin's tavern-hotel was the fore-ordination of things to
come for Wheeling, for in the ensuing years, the town's
primary claim to fame was the many fine restaurants which
grew up along Milwaukee Avenue.

Milwaukee Avenue wasth~ main road'fromChicago to the
lands to the North of Wheeling. It was composed of the trails
of Indians and paths be~ into the ground by herds of
buffalo. In some places the feet of thousands of buffalo had
beaten the trails down to a depth of six feet.

In 1836, a stage route was established on this road, and
Filkin's tavern became a coach stop. Because of the difficulty
of travel in those days, Wheeling was the natural stopping place
for the weary- travelers to refresh themselves with food and·
drink. This led to the growth of "Restaurant Row" along
Milwaukee- Avenue, and the fame of these fine eating place~

continued until the present day. The advent of the super high
ways in the 1950's caused a marked decrease in the amount of
traffic through Wheeling, but the town is still remembered
by most people, as the place to go for a good meal.

By 1835, there were 18 ro~n:a5Ti1STi1thearea around Wheel
ing. The largest of these was a "mansion" built by Mr. William
Hopps. It was in this house of the well-to-Elo Mr. Hopps that

Wheeling's first murderoccurred. Mr. Hopps murdered his
wife, but was acquitted through the exceptional ruling of
Judge McAllister, on the plea of insanity. His freedom was
short lived, and Mr. Hopps died in the poor house in Dunning
in March, 1836.

As settlers continued to pour into the area, the growth of
the village was also apparent. In 1838, two blacksmith shops
were opened, one by Mr. Orestin Shepard, the other by Mr.
Ascher Skinner.

Lumber for these projects was supplied by a mill owned by a
Mr. Kenniscott. This mill was located on the Des Plaines
River, about a mile South of what is now called "Half Day".
It is said that this name "Half Day" was the result of an error.
,In 1836, a Mr. Gridly laid claim to a large section of land and
was instrumental in the establishment of a Post Office which
was to be called "Haf Da" after anlndTan-who formerly
lived in the area. However, the authorities in Washington
assumed that some "foreigner" did not know how to spell,
so they changed the name to "Half Day".

Adding to the "industry" of the area was a flour mill,
located on the West side of the river, directly across from
the saw mill.,
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Other .bU$inessesi followed in relatively qu ick succession.
James Parker opened Wheeling's second hotel in 1840. By
1842, other additions. included: A store owned by John
Rothschild; another store owned by John M. Schaffer and still
another by William Vogt; another blacksmith shop by E.K.
Beach, and, in 1845, a hardware store was introduced by Mr.
Albert Fassbender.

Also in 1845, Wheeling's first school was built. Being very
small, this building was used only until 1861, when a second
and larger school was erected. This second building was
destroyed by fire in 1870. In 1871, a new two-story school
was completed on the South side of Dundee Road, just West
of Milwaukee Avenue, on the site now occupied by a shopping
center.

This structure served the community until 1925, when the
brick school on Wille Avenue was completed, There was;
however, one change. The State authorities forced the
Village to install additional windows in 1924. This allowed
more light to penetrate the musty interior.

From this humble beginning, Wheeling's School system
has grown, and today it boasts of having one of the
country's finest and most progressive school districts, both
at the primary and secondary levels.

• • •

II
Contract Builders

II
HARDWARE, INC.

160 N .. Northwest Hwy.

Palatine

358-6611

Schools']

4f;;;==~EC=1=9~:i:;;;;;4=...;,~ Picture taken on west side of old school after state
school authorities forced the board to install more
windows for light.
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Now called Walt Whitman School, this building, reno
ovated and expanded, is still serving the youth of
Wheeling as an elementary school.

rr::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::.;-:.:.;.:.;.:.;.:.:.;.;.:.;.:.:.:.;.:.:.:.:.;.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:::.:::;:::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:.:

~~~:

iii
::::

II

m Wheel ing Publ ic School, erected in 1871, as a replace-
:::= ment for the second school which was destroyed by
:::: fire in 1870. It served the town for 54 years, until
:m the completion of the modern brick building, pictured
:::: below, in 1925. "
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Wheeling Public School as it looked prior to the
remodeling and addition of new windows.

ON OUR 12 th Anniversary

'3fJe S th
WHEELING ON HER

DEPENDABLE PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
Since 1957
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Your Wheeling

WHEELING

DIAMOND JUBILEE
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One addition of note to Wheeling's growth, was the
building of a brewery by Napolean Periolat in 1850. This
business was operated by him, and later by his Sons, Henry
and Robert, until 1905, at which time it was sold to new
owners from Chicago. The building was demolished in 1910.

At the turn of the half-century, Wheeling was beginning to
assume the characteristics of the typical American small town.
With its brewery, blacksmith shops, restaurants, general
stores, hotels and schools, more and more people were
attracted to the immediate area, built their homes, and
helped Wheeling to develope an air of permanence.

One of the traits of the Homo sapiens is their need for
the companionship of their own kind. As soon as the immed
iate ,needs for the sustainment of life are settled, man's
first thoughts seem to be that of finding the means and
the opportunity to meet together; Some primarily for the
worship of God, and secondly, just for the sake of meeting
together in friendship. •

The oldest fraternal organization in Wheeling, is Vitruvius
Lodge No. 81, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. Formation.
of the Lodge dates back to October 4, 1849, when W. C.
Hobbs, the Grand Master of the State of Illinois, granted
to brethren of Oriental and La Fayette Lodges a dispensation
to form a Lodge at Dutchman's Point.

On October 10, 1850, the Charter was granted, and in 1851,
dispensation was given to move the Lodge to Wheeling.

Vitruvius was known as a "Moon Lodge" because
.meetings were held on the Saturday before the full moon.
This was done so that the members could have moon
light to guide their way to the meetings.

Township Formed

...
Wheeling's first industry was this brewery built by Napolean Periolat in 1850. After 'more than half a century of
operation, it was razed in 1910.

Wheeling Gets
Brewery

Politically, the territory known as Wheeling Precinct, encom
passed a part of Maine and Northfield Townships as well as the
area now known as Wheeling Township. Prior to 1850, when
any voting was necessary it was done at Wilcox's Tavern, which
was located at the junction of Milwaukee Avenue and the Des
Plaines River.

Wheeling Township was organized on April 2, 1850, at a
meeting held in the hotel owned by James Parker. S. M.
Salisbury was elected as the first Supervisor and during the
years from 1851 to 1883, was superceded by other men,
many of whose names are very familiar in the area. Some of
these early Supervisors were Joseph Filkins, William Scoville,
George Strong, William H. Dutton, Frederick Tesh and'
David Peters.

Three of these men, S. M. Salisbury, George Strong and
Joseph Filkins also served the area on the Court of Appeals
prior to the formation of the township. The ultimate decisions
in cases of claim-jumping was one of the responsibilities of
these men.
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Many Contributed to
Growth

G~owth continued through the 1850's, and many families
who would contribute heavily to the development of the
town, made their appearance. In 1849, Dr. Julius Permann
came to Wheeling and practiced medicine until his death
in 1856.

Dr. John George Schneider was the area's first Veterinarian,
arriving here in 1853. Dr. Schneider served the community
in various offices, including that of Township Assessor,
in addition to his work as a Veterinary Surgeon. His
more than a half-century of service was ended by death in
1909.

One son, Reinhold Schneider, followed the trade of
harness maker in a shop adjoining the first Village Hall,
which is now the site of the Historical Society Museum. He
served as Village Clerk from 1900 until his death in 1927.
Miss Adeline Schneider, daughter of Reinhold, was elected
Village Clerk upon the death of her father in 1927. She was
continuously re-elected to this office until her retirement
in 1953. Thus, the office of Village Clerk remained in the
hands of the Schneider family from 1900 until 1953.

Not content with retirement, Adeline and her Sister, Lucile,
have been very active in the Historical Society, and much of
the material in this narration is attributable to their efforts.

Take Our • Cabots Stains

Wallpaper • Murphy & Seidlitz
Paints

Books • O'Briens Stains

Home to • Jewel Colorizer

Select... • Murals - Sanitas -
Walltex

Your Pattern • Picture Frames

And Color. • Artists Supplies

CL 5-4488
- .

.AUSTIN PAINT CO..
8b E. McDonald Rd.
Prospect Heights

The Ultimate

THE MOST IN DRY CLEANING

•
In Fine Dry Cleaning ...

TWO MODERN PLANTS·
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED

• • . To Serve The Wheeling' Community

~~~~~~~~~~~~~, ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

t 751 W. DUNDEE RD.
, ,

15 S. WOLF RD.
,

t t t ,, WHEELING t ,
PROSPECT HEIGHTS ,

t (Across from K-Mart) t ,
(Camp McDonald & Wolf) t

t 537-9803 t t 824-9323
,

t , , t
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ONE HOUR MARTINIZING
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Dr. John George Schneider, Wheeling's first Veter
inarian, standing by the gate to his home on North
Milwaukee Avenue.
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1st Church Formed
The erection of Wheeling's first Church is a notable event,

not only for the Church itself, but because of the record
of service compiled by its early members.

The first organizational meeting was held on May 1, 1864.
At this time, it was decided to organize a Church which was to
be called, "The German Evangelical United Reformed and
Lutheran Church". A twenty-five article constitution was
drafted, and Reverend F. C. Schwartz was called as the first
pastor.

On October 8, 1864, the membership voted to apply to
the Presbytery of Chicago to unite with the Presbyterian
Church of the U.S.A.

On the Second of November 1864, the new congregation,
known as German Presbyterian Church, elected the following
officers: William Vogt, Nicholaus Bock, Werner Spengler
and A. Fassbender as Elders; Jacob Zimmer and Conrad
Baerthel, Deacons.

. In the fall of 1865, they erected their Church on a site
located on the North Side of Dundee Road and West OT
Milwaukee Avenue. The last worship services were hdd there
on December 16, 1962.

The Church has since been moved to the Chamber of
Commerce Park on Wolf Road, pending movement to a
permanent site, where it is hoped that the building will be
preserved as a link to the proud history of the town.

Discount Center
•Inc.

6 East

Camp MacDonald Rd.

at Rt. #83 ... in

Prospect Heights

394-3100

This Church served its members from 1865, unt
December 16, 1962, almost a century of constan

use. Concerned citizens are at present working to pr

serve this historical rem inder of the past.
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More

Businesses Appear

During the years from 1850 through 1890, other business
and professional people made their appearance. Many of them
were destined to have their names and those of their
decendents woven into the history of Wheeling.

Jacob Hunsinger opened a hotel in 1856, William Metz,
a blacksmith shop in 1865, and in the same year, Samuel
Reese opened a wagonshop, which he sold to Louis Fischer
three years later.

In 1873, Fred Stryker opened a store, Martin Armbruster
another hotel, and in 1874, C. Welflin opened a harness
shop. This was the shop which Reinhold Schneider purchased
in 1885.

John Behm's hotel was opened in 1877, and John
Schminkie's store in 1878. Henry Boehmer, who was to
become Wheeling's first President, started a creamery in
1880, which Jacob P. Hausam superintended for eleven
years. Another store was opened by Sigwalt and Bollenback
in 1888.

Dr. M. Moffat practiced medicine here from 1876 to 1890,
in which year Dr. Henry Benz made his appearance.

Wheeling's railroad station was built in 1886, one mile
west of the village, at the Wisconsin Central Railway.

Dundee Road, Wheelil'\g. nt

1\ BBOTT---
MOTOR INN

374 N. Milwaukee Ave.

WHEELING

LE 7-2800

Old Photo of the homes of Sicks and Benz, which
were located on the north side of Dundee Road, west
of Milwaukee Avenue.
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.m INC.

177 West Hintz Road, Wheeling, Illinois 60090
312-537-7777

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Sales Limited To Dealers And Retailers.

Salutes
WHEELING

CREATOR OF

on its

Str

Str

NORMA Guitars, Drums, Amps, Mikes, and Accessories

available in WHEELING at Music Shoppe,
735 W. Dundee Road, Wheeling

and at other fine stores in the area.

DIAMOND JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY'

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL ON THIS 75TH YEAR'

We are honored to participate in Wheeling's Diamond
Jubilee Celebration and proud to play a small part in

the growth of the Wheeling business community.

(c)1969 Wheeeling Historical Society



Wheeling Station as it appeared around 1910.

ENTERTAINMENT AND FINE FOOD

GIFT SHOP
LADDIE & BEVERLY VYSKOCIL

Open to 4 a.m.

968 S. Milwaukee Ave.UNIQUE DECORATING

ITEMS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD

312-537-0777 Wheeling
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Gay Nineties
The 1890's, or as they are more generally called, the

"Gay Nineties", were years that have captured the hearts
of all romanticists. They were years when the pace of living
was leisurely; Canoe rides on the river, Sunday picnics
in the park, bicycle races, croquet matches and many
other activities in which the entire family participated.

Every community had its "Town Square" or meeting place
where the leading citizens could make speeches on the
Fourth of July and other occasions of importance. Wheeling
possessed one of the better sites for this type of activity - the
grassy meadows along the Des Plaines River. There, on any
sunny Sunday afternoon, cou ld be heard the music of
the Wheeling Cornet Band (organized in 1877), the shrill
laughter of children and the mellow sounds of barbershop
quartets, their voices made even more mellow by kegs of
beer which were set up under the trees, and of course
off-limits to the youngsters.

This area became so popular that people would travel
all the way from Ch icago just to enjoy it. Bicycle races
from Wheeling to Chicago became quite an event. It was
not at all unusual for 100 participants to start the race.

As a result of this activity, the restaurants and taverns of
Wheeling enjoyed a great popularity. So much so, that they
were probably one of the greatest reasons for the village's
incorporation.

A certain "lawless element", composed primarily of
the rough and ready railroad laborers who were imported
into the area to maintain the Northwestern and St. Paul
Railroads of the prosperous North Shore area of Lake
Michigan, began to frequent Wheeling's taverns. Their conduct
was so wild and bawdy, that when word reached the
town of their coming, merchants closed their stores and
women and children were kept off of the streets.

1··························....·······1
i i
I h!!~~!1~~· I
• •• •• •• •i 34 N. Elmhurst Rd. i
! Wheeling !
; ;
; :
• •• •; ;
: ;
: is open ;
; 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. ;
• Fri. & Sat. til12 •• •• •; ;
• •; t: ;• •: TELEPHONE 537 -1361 :

l.. j

Realizing that something had to be done to control
these and other illegal activities, the leading citizens 'of
the area began campaigning for formal incorporation. A
petition was circu lated, 'and with the signatu res of 42
registered voters, was sent to the Hon. Frank Scales, County
Judge, Chicago, Illinois.

On June 18, 1894, a special election was held in the
Union Hall. The results were: 43 for Village organization
and 3 votes against it. After the returns had been canvassed
by the County Clerk, an election was ordered for the 17th
of July, 1894, for the purpose of electing the following
officials: A Village President, Six trustees, A Village Cle
and a Police Magistrate.

Henry Boeh mer was elected President; John Forke, Jacob
Schwingel, Emil Sigwalt, Reinhold Schneider, William Fass
bender, and J.A. Schminke were elected as trustees; Police
Magistrate was Louis Fischer and Village Clerk, W. R
Munkhenke.

The Articles of Incorporation were approved by the State
on August 26. The first Village Ordinance drafted by the
new Village Fathers was one which pertained to the licensing
of dram shops. Among the first licenses issued were those
to the following applicants: The Chicago House, Columbia
Hotel, Jacob Schwingel at His House, John Behm at the Union
Hotel, Wheeling House, and the Wisconsin Central Hotel.

Wheeling was paralyzed by these ruffians as they became
liquored up and roamed the town from one end to the
other, looking for local residents to bully. When this occured,
nothing could be done until they had drank their fill,
at which time they would be thrown in jail until they
sobered up.

BUYING or SELLING
CALL

CHUCK CZAJKA DON RITCHIE

DAN JENNII\lGS CHUCK RITCHIE
DIANE STEBBINS

PAUL R. WILLIAMS

537-3550

37 S. Milwaukee Ave.

Wheeling
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Two of Wheeling's early businesses, the Chicago
House (above), and the Columbia Hotel (below), wh ich
also housed a bowling alley.

-
fi'

i I!>
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Hall

Purchased

for

Village

Land

This original Village Hall has been refurbished and made into
the headquarters for the Wheeling Historical Society and
also serves as a museum. The museum is open to the public
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, with group
tours by appointment. Many items of interest have been
donated by the citizens of the area and the museum has
become the center of attraction and welcome addition
to the cultural aspect of the town.

As the needs of the Village grew, the necessity for a Village
Hall became acute. Land was purchased for $150.00, and
sealed bids were taken for the erection of a bu ilding "20
by 30 by 12 i'eet, with two cells in the western end,
7% by 9 feet each".

The contract for the building was granted to Mr. H. P.
Mentzer of Shermerville (Northbrook), III., who advertised,
"Undertaker, Contractor and Builder, Ice Box and Hearse
Furnished when Desired, House Raising a Specialty".

On January 12, 1895, Mr. Mentzer presented the Village
a statement totalling $553,26. following this, many items
had to be purchased to furnish the new building. Among the
more notable items were: two slop pails, a broom, two jail
locks, two small spittoons and two large spittoons; A Gold
Coin Ventiduct No. 19 Stove, one dozen chairs, two Rochester
lamps, one table and a business desk. Also, a bill for fifty cents
was presented by Mrs. Henry Hipp, for sewing two cell
mattresses.

Wheeling

15 S. MILWAUKEE

SE RVICE
CLEANERS

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Phone LE 7 -010'0

Wheeling's original Village

Hall, erected in 1894, now

serving as the headquarters

and Museum of the Wheel-

ing Historical Society.
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SHADLE-SAUTER & ASSOCIATES
REALTORS

170 E. Dundee Road, Wheeling, Illinois 60090 - 537-8880

SPECIALIZING IN FARMS, INDUSTRIAL- COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

on your

Service.

new Computerized

Multiple Listing

demonstration of our

You are invited to

come in for a

75th Anniversary

CONGRATULATIONS
WHEELING

Joe Behm

- CALL -

Buying or Selling?

Jack Corzine

Charlie Less

Bill Warr

Bob Shadle

Earl Sauter

537-8880

170 E. Dundee

Wheeling
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On Milwaukee Ave. in Wheeling, III.

Fire Department

According to information researched and compiled by Joan
Heuer, and presented by tne Wheeling Independent in a series
called, "The Infant Wheeling", the first move toward
fire protection was made on April 6, 1896.

On that date, a committee of three was appointed to
investigate the subject of fire protection and itsestimated cost.
This committee had accomplished nothing by June, so
another committee of three was selected to investigate
various chemical and other fire extinguishers and report at
the next meeting of the Village Board. The committee
consisted of 'Mr. Metz, John Forke, and Wm. Fassbender.

Following the recommendations of these men, the Board
ordered certain equ ipment, and on September 11, 1896, it
was delivered at the Wisconsin Central Railway freight office.

The Fire Department was to be allowed the use of
the Village Hall for their meetings, and a fire bell was
purchased from Fassbender and Arnold for $27.40.

The Constitution and By-laws of the Wheeling Fire
Department, as adopted on September 30, 1896, allowed
for the following fire bell signals: Regular or Special
Meetings - ringing of bell and three strikes of alarm hammer;
Company's practice - ringing of bell and five strikes of
alarm hammer; Fire alarm - continuous fast rapping of
the bell, then signal for the division of the Village.

The Divisions of the Village and signals were: From
the Southern line to crossing of Mr. E. Wagner's residence 
ringing of bell and one strike of alarm hammer; From
center of Village to corner of Dundee Road . ringing of
bell and two strikes of alarm hammer; From corner of
Dundee Road to Northern line . three strikes of alarm
hammer; From corner of Dundee Road West· four strikes
of alarm hammer.

• Bratwurst

• Italian Beef

Italian Sausage

• Hamburgers

• Polish Sausage

"We Make Our Own
Sausaqe & Sauerkraut."

NOW OPEN
IfARCZAKs

DRIVEJ¥ IN

DRIVE IN ~ d
{or~uperlJ ,.00

•
CARRY OUT

SERVICE

Pictured below are Wheeling's Finest in 1949. Edward
Gieseke, Jr., front row - right, was Fire Chief.
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The first Officers of The Wheeling Volunteer Fire
Department consisted of the following: Mr. Christ F. Metz,
Fire Marshall; J. A. Schminke, Asst. Fire Marshall; Frank
Forke, Second Asst. Fire Ma shall; W. R. Munhenke, Secretary;
W. Riswig, Wm. Fassbender and Tony Behm, Foremen of

Andrea's History of Cook County, published in 1894,
said of Wheeling: "The chief events of importance in the
recent history of the place have been the prosecution of
various parties for the illegal selling of intoxicating drinks
by George Strong, one of the oldest settlers of the town,
and a strong foe of intemperance". This quotation evidently
referred to the Township of Wheeling, rather than to the
town itself.

The above statement may have been true when considered
in the context of world affairs, but the slow progress of the
town proved to be an asset in the long run. This slow
ness of growth allowed for the building of a very stable
base upon which the building boom of the 1950's would
depend for its strength and guidance.

During the years around the turn of the century, Wheeling
would have to be considered as the typical cou ntry town;
however, building did continue, and in the surrounding
countryside, the farmers were using "modern" equipment
to raise the foodstuffs which helped to sustain the burgeoning
metropolis of Chicago.

Thus Wheeling's income was derived from the purveying
of raw products to the city, and the catering of the finished
product to travelers, through the facilities of its many fine
restau rants.

• • •

Wheeling's first police car. (1925)

the various companies. According to the record of minutes
of the meetings of the Department, Mr. Reinhold Schneider
assumed the duties of Secretary at the meeting of April
23, 1900, and held the post until the 8th of August, 1927.

In 1904, a hand pumper was purchased to augment the
fire fighting equipment. This pumper has been preserved
and is on display in the Historical Society Museum

At the inception of the Fire Department most of
the towns prominent citizens participated as Volunteers.
The tradition has continued throughout the years and into
the present. Wheeling's Volunteer Fire Department has the
reputation of being one of the best in the country.

The present Fire Chief, Mr. Bernie Koeppen, is a descendant
of one of Wheeling's Pioneers, Mr. Friedrich Koeppen.

1 1

iBODELe~1
.: .
i Meticulously Cleaned i
• •i Beautifully Finished i
· :• •: .i To i
i :• •i 577 N. Milwaukee Ave. i
i - :

845 W. Dund~e Rd. :i (Dunhu~~~~~pplng) i
i Same Day Service i• •
L.~~:::P & Delivery Service :
537-04:~ ;;!:.~~:~1

Congratulations

to the

Village of Wheeling
on the

DIAMOND
JUBILEE

CELEBRATION
• •commemoratIng Its

75th Anniversary

DOMAS PLUMBING
106 E. Dundee Rd.

Wheeling III.
537-1700-01
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Photo (taken about 1910) showing the bridge across
the Des Plaines River.

A portable saw-mill in a field North of Wheeling
along Milwaukee Avenue.
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THE WHEELING DIAMOND JUBILEE CORPORATION

presents

, WHEELING THRU THE YEARS '
A John B. Rogers Production

Produced and Staged by

RON NASH

Wheeling High School Stadium

Wheeling. Illinois

August 19-23. 1969

8:30 P.M.

Bill Kissling

SPECTACLE CHAI RMAN

Art LaHay

PROPERTI ES CHAI RMAN

Jack Kimsey
Marge Rannie

CASTING DIRECTORS

Glen Oaks

SCENARIO COMMITTEE

Ruth Wieder

COSTUMES CHAI RMAN

Bruce Kirby, Inc. of
Hollywood, California

SOUND

Production Designed by RON NASH

M ,.

" "
.. .. " .. - _.?? ,. M M M ?
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

SCENE ONE THE CREATION OF MANKIND
SCENE TWO ·THE REDMAN
SCENE THREE PIONEER PROGRESS
SCENE FOUR THE DAWN OF EDUCATION
SCENE FiVE THESEVENTH DAY
SCENE SIX A DIVI DED HOUSE
SCENE SEVEN WHEELING, WHY ARE YOU?

INTERM ISS ION

SCENE EIGHT THE NEWS OF THE NINETIES
SCENE NINE THE GAME
SCENE TEN THE WAR
SCENE ELEVEN THE TWENTIES
SCENE TWELVE THE THI RTIES
SCENE THIRTEEN THE HEROES
SCENE FOURTEEN SUBURBIA!
SCENE FIFTEEN WHEELING THRU THE YEARS

CAST

Mike Schomer Karen Popke Greg Weems Chuch Maniatis Fess Bryson
Chris Pienta Joy Popke Elizabeth Schneller Steven Ciolino Jeff Higgs
S. Fenner Adam Tina Pagana Wallace Lischett Lori Miller Cindy Popke
James F. Adam Cheryl Pagano Bob Schmidt Diane Anderson Katherine B. Adam
Arthur LaHay Elie Nekimken Fred Schneller Mary Schomer Muriel Lischett
John Fox Narreu Lischett Walter Kasper Ruth Carlberg Tina Hendreckson
Karl Snodgrass Sue Hille Nick A. Hummel Debbie Damon Ilona P. Holt
Joe DeFrank Claudia Drake R. Leuchten Berger Jessie Wood Anita Nekimken
Russell Grigsby Linda Schuetz Edward Lewandowski Erma Coleman W. O'Donnell
Robert Buergor Mardi Drake Wilson Campbell Erna Rieker Frank Shosticka
Barb Master Cindy Carpenter A. J. Stansfield Lorine Sherry Conrad H. Brau n
Chris Lischett Dale Stonebraker Barbara LaHay Mary Moran Coleman Lambert
Debbie Rannie Bill Fredda Phyllis Schmidt Lorraine Krueger Mal Kasper
Cindy Andrews Kathy Schmidt Charlotte Dolgopol Martha Pufunt Emily Markman
Debbie Kaage Jeri Ciolino Jane Schneller Netha Campbell Edna Hosticka
Laura Martino Annette Bauer Shirley Mueller Ceal O'Donnell Laura Lewandowski
Cheryl Lagore Liz Baol Vem Fish Ruth Stansfield Ynonne Spears
Gary Lagore Carla Meyer Mark Strzalka Julia Braun Margaret Lewis
Rick Gabola Kathy Maniatis Terry Holman Marge Rannie Jane Leichsenring
Cathy Burke Gail Becker Mat Crost Eleanore Ukleja Myna Nielsen
Connie DuBois Pam Artese Gary Becker Marion Trybalske Liz Schneller
Dave Wars Diane Sylclarz David Ebert Anette Mudry Fess Bryson
Bill Borosak Sue Marlar Vicki Ebert Cynthia Mclellah Martin Menia
Ray Dicosolo Karen Mailar Bob Hellquist June Popke Sandy Watts
Kay Dicosolo Maria Szymanski Lee Hellquist Tom Popke Julie Bosi
Ralph Dicosolo Donna Dietrish Ruth and Jim Wieder Rena Ciolino Susan N ichas
Mat Crost Ed Mueller Lawrene Oaks Joe Ciolino Gamira Rea
Dave Lark Lena Kozimor Glenn Oaks Susan Huges Mike McMahan
Steve Johnson Tom Kozimor Carol Geisler Terry Holman Dave Lark
Marianne Kozimor Judy Forgione Alixe Lischett Mike Kruk Steve Johnson
JoAnn Kozimor Hennings W. Barb Evans Randy Hyde Gary Becker
Cathy Trunoa John P. Markman Jackie Gabola Mike Spis Bob Tierney

Sue LeForge
t X ,. X ,.
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WHEELING DIAMOND JUBILEE

CORPORATION OFFICERS

President John Koeppen, Jr.

Vice President Walter Diens Treasurer Neal Grippentrog

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

HeadquartersChairman Dana &Julius Benjamin

Active General Chairman AI Lang
Secretary Lorraine Lark
Revenue Division Don Smith
Participation Division Marge Nelson

Judy Wallace
AI Nelson

Treasurer Neal Grippentrog

Spectacle Ticket Division Roman Domas
Spectacle Division Bill Kissling
Publicity Division Jim Tate
Special Events Division Keith Vernon
Special Days Committee Ferdinand Arndt

GENERAL COMMITTEES

Historical Program Committee Don Duncan
Novelties Committee Jack Kimsey
Celebration Ball Committee AI Rosi
Concessions Committee Ed Schlangen
Brothersof Brush Committee CraigsBarberShop
Kangaroo Kourt Committee Bob Buerger
Celebration Belles..... Meadow Brook WomansClub
Ladies' Sunbonnets & Dresses Ladies of Lions
Promenade & Caravan Com Jim & Ruth Wieder
Ticket Committee Chester Fluder
Advance Sale Committee .D. Wray Peal
Ushers & Gates Committee Jim Holland

Audience Area Committee Tom Mattini
Scenario & Title Committee Glen Oaks
Costume Committee Ruth Wieder
Press Release Committee Richard L. Hope
Distributive Committee Joan Veracka
Special Projects Wray Peal
Radio & T.V. Committee Paul Levy
Speakers Committee Glen Pilgrim
Historical Windows Com Merle Willis
Parades Committee Chuck Mihalek
Traffic & Safety Com Chief Marvin Horcher
Hospitality Center Com Shirley Mueller

PATRON TICKETS

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Lemke
Bob Schmitt
Henry Newman
Eugenia Chapman
James R. Leeper
Bob Novak
Neal Wies
Mr. and Mrs. C. Szymanski
Olive L. Dobbins
Dr. Leo J. Frey

Mr. and Mrs. Don Norman
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Knott
Herman and Lee Koeneman
Mr. and Mrs.. James L. McCabe
Helen V. Thiele
Lorina Stevens
Theresa Poulas
William G. Lechtenberg
Ed L. Klein
The Fred Adamicka Family

c ?C 7C ?C 't.::
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WHEELING DIAMOND JUBILEE

ae n w bC .. n .. .. )

DAILy .

AUGUST 15 .

AUGUST 16 .

AUGUST 17 .

AUGUST 18 .

AUGUST 19 .

AUGUST 20 .

AUGUST 21 .

AUGUST 22 .

AUGUST 23 .

AUGUST 2,4 .

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

CELEBRATION WEEK

August 15·24 CARNIVAL at Wheeling High School
Steak Cookout at 5:00 p.m. each day at high school.

Teen Dance - Wheeling High School Cafeteria. 7:00 p.m.

Queens Ball - Chevy Chase Country Club - Ted Weems Orchestra. 9:00 p.m.

Go-Cart Race Demonstration - 2:00 p.m. Wheeling High School
(I n front of bldg.)

7:30 p.m. Show in the Theatre at High School
German Band, Quartte, "Up With People" Admission $1.00
8:00 p.m. Beer Garden with German Band
Parking Lot - Dundee & Milwaukee Avenues (No Admission Charge)

7:30 p.m. Country Western Show, with a Square Dance demonstration
Holmes Jr. High I on Wolf Road. (No Admission Charge)
10:00 a.m. Tennis Tournament for the youth 9 to 17 years
6:30 p.m. Tennis Tournament for the Adults (Wheeling High School)
Art Show - Girl Scout & Boy Scout displays (Holmes for three days)

10:00 a.m. Senior Citizen Day. Luncheon & Cards (Holmes Jr. High)
8:30 p.m. Opening of Spectacular, "WHEELING THRU THE YEARS"
Wheeling High School Stadium.

1:00 p.m. Luncheon & Style Show - Pie Baking Contest.
Judging ·of Costume, Holmes Jr. High.
7:30 p.m. Band Concert at Heritage Park
8:30 p.m. Spectacular, "WHEELING THRU THE YEARS"

10:00 a.m. Kiddie Parade. (Field at Holmes Jr. High)

1:00 p.m. Athletic Contest (Heritage Park)
5:00 p.m. Swim Meet (Wheeling Community Pool)
8:30 Spectacular. "WHEELING THRU THE YEARS"

8:00 a.m. Good Neighbor & Businessmens Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Paul Hornung talks with kids (Holmes Jr. High)
9:30 a.m. Tour of the Industrial Exhibit at Heritage Park or one
or more plants.
8:30 p.m. Have all the neighboring Mayors to attend Spectacular
8:30 p.m. Spectacular, "WHEELING THRU THE YEARS"

10:00 a.m. Athletic Contests for men (Heritage Park)
1:00 p.m. Time Capsule (Holmes Jr. High)
1:30 p.m. Beard Contest (Holmes)
3:00 p.m. Oldest Resident Awards (Holmes)

1. Person that has lived in Wheeling the longest.
2. Largest family living in Wheeling
3. Oldest married couple

8:30 p.m. Spectacular, "WHEELING THRU THE YEARS"
11 :00 p.m. "Car" Drawing at High School

GO to you church of your choice and go in costume.
2:00 p.m. Gral).d Finale Parade - Between intersection of
Rt. 83 and Dundee Rd., and Heritage Park (along Dundee
and Wolf Roads)

e " " " 't " ,c x ?C " " x ,
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WHEELING
on your

75th ANNIVERSARY
KITCHEN CAElINET6 - CHAMBERS BUILT-INS

Inc.

QUALITY
AND S ICE

WE ~
STICK

TO IT!

Service,&SalesKitchensQuality

BLACK Be DF.CKEH

FACTORY AUTHORIZED WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

BUIL.DERS SHOWROOM

962 SOUTH MILWAUKEE AVE. WHEELING, ILL.

EDWARD R. SCHLANGEN
President

Phone: 537-6300

, , ,

NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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Oliver, Jacob and Chester Wolf, and Sylvester Miller,
pose with steam-operated threshing machine, typical
of the kind used in the late 1800's and early 1900's.

CONGRATULATIONS, WHEELING

ON YOUR 75th!.

I ~- -- C-Ck(iI~E!r:I!~
V E N TIL AT 0 ReO M P A N~, INC.

1200 S. Willis Ave., IM1eeling, Illinois 6<:m)
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(Above) View of North Milwaukee Avenue as it
appeared from Dundee Road intersection. (Below)
View looking South on Milwaukee Avenue from the
same intersection. These pictures were taken around
1910. In the top picture, the building in the left
fore-ground is the tavern-hotel built by Joseph Filkins
in 1837.

(c)1969 Wheeeling Historical Society



The Village of

BUFFALO GROVE

CONGRATULATES

WHEELING

on its Diamond Jubilee Celebration

We invite you to join us in celebration,

Buffalo Grove Days August 30-31

(c)1969 Wheeeling Historical Society



(Top) Building constructed in 1914 with blocks from
the Utpadel plant which was located on Wolf Road,
North of Dundee Road. This building is now a tavern
and is located on the East side of Milwaukee Avenue,
across the street from the old Village Hall. (Below)
Looking South on Milwaukee Avenue around 1915.

This page sponsored through the courtesy of EASTERN AIRLINES.(c)1969 Wheeeling Historical Society



LEHIGH 7.1200

SPRING ~·388~

RICHARD COWEN

COMMITTEEMAN

WHEELING. ILLINOIS 60090

PAL-WAUKEE AIRPORT

537-8717-8

•
BANQUET FACILITIES

Restaurant &.

Cocktail Lounge

TOM PAPPAS, Manager

75 th ANNIVERSARY

TO WHEELING ON YOUR

1090 S. Milwaukee

Wheeling Township Regular Republican Organization
'cit 4- ...,

SHIRLEY MIHALEK

COMMITTEEWOMAN

Wheeling

1£orb's
Northwtst

LOCATED IN CLAYTON
HOUSE MOTEL
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Since the citizens of Wheeling lined the sides of
"Milwaukee Road" in 1861, to cheer the Volunteers
marching to join the Union Army at Camp Fry, the
people of Wheeling have enjoyed a deep feeling of
patriotism. Portrayed above is Mrs. Ed Welflin posing
with a car decorated to observe the signing of the
armistice on Nov. 11, 1918.

(c)1969 Wheeeling Historical Society



1444 South Wolf Road
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

Telephone 537-7100

,

WHEELING,

363 ALICE STREET

ILLINOIS, 60090

312/537-7600

Smalley

Steel

Ring

Company

WAVE SPRINGS

EXPANDERS

RETAINING RINGS

Wheeling, III.

537-0880

605 S. Wheeling
Road

INCORPORATED

Congratulations to Wheeling on its
DIAMOND JUBILEE

CHICAGO

COMMUTATOR
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This building, probably constructed in the 1850's
and did bear the sign, "La Ray's Cafe", is the oldest
structure in Wheeling.

i·..········~;::;~·~.;·g··········~
i ~ i
i jfuneraI 7home ii R i
i & t
• fi ~mbulanct ~trbict i
: . :• •
i i• DIGNIFIED SERVICES •

i !: TO FIT ALL MEANS i
! R. F. Potter, Director •

:. :
AIR CONDITIONED AMPLE PARKING :

: :

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED :...................................~

Decoratings which were displayed for a street dance
arranged by Wheeling's business men, in celebration
of the paving of Milwaukee Avenue in August of 1923.
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You'll JJj\e

READ

The Wheeling

AMERICAS
MOST MODERN

SUBURBAN NEWSPAPER

HE

SERVING THE NORTHWEST SUBURBS SINCE 1872

Paddock Publications
Ie 217 WEST CAMPBElL STREET • ARLINGTON HEIGHTS. ILLINOIS 60006I - Want Ads 394-2400 • Circulation 394·0110 • Other Depts. 394-2300 • Chicago 775-1990

The Accepted Influence in. the Northwest Suburbs
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,···..•••..•••••••••••••••••••••......··ti Congratulations :
i to Wheeling I
: on their i
i 75th An~iversary i
! Wheeling Tow nsh ip Off icers i

i Ethel Ko.lerus I
Supervisor

Dorothy Helen Hauff
: Town Clerk •• •• •: . Marjorie Annen Carter t
• Tax Collector •· :• Larry Carroza •
: Road Commissioner •• •
: Merle Will is :
• Auditor •

i .:.Ron Whittemeyer
Auditor

: Fred Reimann :
: Auditor •

I
John Peters :

Tax Accessor I
Fran Brosesiett

Clerk

$ .

Compliments of

Wheeling

Rotary Club

Meeting every Friday at

.J2:15 p.m.

... at Borchardt's Restaurant

269 S. Milwaukee

CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR

Auuiurrliary
r***********************************************

WHEELING TOWNSHIP REGULAR
DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATION

James L. Me Cabe

Committeeman
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Inside view of Welflin's store as it appeared into the
1950's. Building has since been demolished to make
room for parking for the new shopping center.

SKOKIE VALLEY
,

ASPHALT CO.,INC.

PAVING
CONTRACTOR

1228 HARDING AVENUE
DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS
60016 • 824-3111
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Fore-runner of one of Wheeling's most famous
restaurants.

9000 WAUKEGAN RD.

North Suburban

Morton G rove, III. 966-0400

§~~~tQ><.O-.<Q>~

Compliments of 1
~

GOLF-VIEW 1
1 DODGE ~
~ INC 0 R P.O RAT E 0 1

1

Dodge Dealer l
§~tQ><.O-.<Q>~~~~

112 S. Dryden PI.
Arlington Hts.

CLearbrook 5-4115
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Good Luck •••Wheeling
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ENGINEERS / BUILDERS

WILLIAM T. LYNCH
President

562 South Vista Avenue

Addison, Illinois

60101

Phone

A.C.312

543-8187
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The era centering around the 1920's was one of contrast
and confusion to many people. The gas buggy was becoming
more and more common, but the horse and buggy was
still the main means of transportation.

The "Bussing" of students is nothing new to Wheeling.
In the '20's, Mr. Frank Forke, owner of the town's first
livery stable, transported Wheeling's high school students to
Maine Township High School in Des Plaines.

In addition to transporting students, Mr. Forke made
regularly scheduled trips to the Soo Line Depot in Wheeling,
the Northwestern Station in Des Plaines and the Saint
Paul Railroad in Northbrook. His was the fore-runner of
the present day taxi business.

By 1925, Milwaukee Avenue had been paved, a new and
modern brick school was completed, and the town had
its first gasoline driven fire engine. In 1950, the population
was 916.

Wheeling's geographic location made it the ideal site for its
role as "Chicago's Breadbasket" for many years. This same
factor delayed the industrial and commercial development
of the town, until the advent of the automobile and the
increasing pressures applied by the people of Chicago
seeking more living space, pushed Wheeling into the role
of a residential suburb. By a strange paradox, this same'
growth in population began to attract more and more
industry, the new industry attracts more people, and so
today, Wheeling is beginning to take a place of prominence
among the important cities of Illinois.

Within the ten-year period from 1950 to 1960, Wheeling's
population increased 683 per cent! The fact that the town
was able to cope with this sudden population explosion was,
in a great part, due to the sol id fou ndation developed
by Wheeling's pioneers, and the integrity of its subsequent
citizens.

537-5060

Open Tues.-Thurs. 11-11
Sat. 5 p.m.-2 a.m.

Sun. 12-2, Fri. 11-2

Dancing Sat. Night

•Banquet Rooms
for all occasions

Buffets our Specialty,..

! 393 S. Milwauke~ VfneeHng _
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Every Day Specials ".:'{;' (AN OJ !
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Continental And
American Cusine
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Wheeling on your 75th ~
Anniversery g
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CONGRATULATIONS

on Wheeling Diamond Juhilee
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Greatest .Lt\sset

The People
Since George Strong's fight with the Indians in 1833,

Wheeling's greatest asset has been the strength and character
of its people. From its beginning as only a wide spot in the
trail from Chicago to Milwaukee, to its present evolvement
into a bustl ing industrial and residential complex, one basic
factor has proven to be the inspiration and fortitude of
Wheeling - namelY, its people.

Perhaps, the future of Wheeling could best be summarized,
just as its past is exemplified, by its slogan: WHEELING 
WHERE PROGRESS IS BY THE PEOPLE.

Editors Note:
Although the members of the Wheeling Historical Society

have spent many hours in researching 'the foregoing info
mation, the job is far from complete. There is much
more to be written about our town, and to accomplish
this, the Society earnestly requests that anyone having
access to information concerning any phase of Wheeling's
development please contact the Society.

The importance of history can not be over emphasized. Only
by understanding the heritage of the past, can the youth
of today comprehend and appreciate the depth of the miracle
of our democratic society. Perhaps, through the proper use
of history, we can teach them that the ideals for which they
are fighting, are nothing more than an extension of the basic
philosophy of our country, that is, the inalienable rights of
the individual.
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Our Dining Room and Lodge ,-
e Newly Decorated for Your Dining Pleasure

HOURS NIGHTLY ,0

'

Luncheon from 11:30 ENTERTAINMENT 0

,., Dinner 4:00 to 10:30 ~
- Hans and Paula ,

'

Sunday 12:00 to 9:00 Ammelounx
c CLOSED Your Hosts ,

TUESDAY 931 N. Milwaukee 0

t LE 7-4141 Wheeling, illinoIs;
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Village Pump

tl)1' iluair ~4oppr
in Wheeling

MORE MILES

PER GASOLINE DOLLAR

Palatine &. Wolf Rds.
Wheeling, III.

r;===Also==:=:;'1

735 W. Dundee Rd.

LESSONS - RENTALS -SALES - REPAI RS

ACCESSORIES

ALL INSTRUMENTS

Special Introductory Organ and

Guitar Offer
check special prices
in our MINI - MART
- CIGARETTES - ICE CREAM
"BREAD -MILK

537-6770 Joy and Don
Heidemann
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LORLYN & ASSOCIATES

CONGRATULATIONS

WHEELING

on their

CL 9-2146

•

ENGINEERS

ANNIVERSARY

102 S. Wheeling

Prospect Heights

75 th
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Wheeling High School
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Jack London Jr. High School
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One of Six Wells
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Park District
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Wheeling Historical

Society

Wheeling Diamond

Jubilee Headquarters

Village Hall
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Wheeling Public Works

hursday

Specials

-

F~ida:y

Tuesday
Pork Shanks &
Sauerkraut 2.00
Luncheon Portion 1.50

241 So. Milwaukee Ave.
South of Dundee Road in

Wheeling, Illinois

SERVING HOURS

Mon. thru Fri. 11: 3O-Midnight
Saturday from 11:30-1 a.m.
Sunday from Noon to 11 p.m.

Corned Beef &
Cabbage 2.00,»----------4 Luncheon Portion 1.5

Special Fish Dinner 2.00
Luncheon Portion 1.505----------1, Shrimp Patrician 1.50

Wheeling Police

Department

REGINA COUNCIL, No. 4837

if(n t!lqtH of <!lolumbuH

WHEELING • 537-4029
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Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. High School

This page sponsored through the courtesy of FLUID POWER SYSTEMS.
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Community Presbyterian Church

St. Joseph

The Worker

First Baptist Church

of Wheeling
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Mon., Thurs., & Fri. 9:30 - 9:00;
Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30 - 5:30

Chicago
29 E. Madison
Suite 808
372-8923

Mt. Prospect Plaza,
Rand & Central Rds.
394-1140

Mt. Prospect

See Our Collection Of Fine
Jewelry At The New
Mt. Prospect Store.

JEWELERS

All A Woman
Needs To Wear
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OUR MOST GENEROUS CONTRIBUTORS

Frederick International Jewelers of Mt. Prospect Plaza & Chicago

% Carat Diamond

Eastern Air Lines

Trip For Queen

...

Murry And Moody
Van Vlissingen & Co.
Wheeling Trust And Savings Bank
Chesterfield Development Co.
Zale Construction Co.
Eugene Field School P.T.A.
The Server Company
Rotary Club of Wheeling
Wheel ing Historical Society
Edwin Matas
Harza Engineering Company
S. Guy Fishman Associates
Dog 'N Suds
Jack Netchen
Associated Plastic Fabricators, Inc.
Mrs. Charles Homan
New Wheel Inn - Foremost Liquors
Affiliated Book Distributors
Henry's Drive In
Semmerling Fence & Supply Co.
Ace Hardware
Han's Bavarian Lodge
A. H. Enterta iners Inc.
Rossette Contracting Co. Inc.
Wheeling Lions Club
Commonwealth Edison Company
Preference Homes, Inc.
G. L. Clements Foundation

J. M. Brickman
Slezak Construction Co.
Meyer Material Company
Wm. Me Lennan & Company
Rock Road Construction Co.
Wheeling Disposal Company
Strum & Drum
Bill Enis Motors
Georgetowne Realty
Hardin Paving Co.
Richard Diens
James Stavros
Wheeling Woman's Club
Harczak's Drive In
Mark De Foor's Restaurant
Good Humor
Wheeling Park District
School District 21
Wheeling High School
Wheeling Police Department
Wheeling Public Works
Paul E. Hamer, Esquire
Village Clerk's Office
Wheeling Fire Department
Bustle Shakers, Belle Chapter
Rqyal Neighbors
Ray Miller
Glen Miller

ANO A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO THE MANY MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN
WHO HAVE MADE WHEELINGS DIAMOND JUBI LEE CELEBRATION A HUGE SUC
CESS BY DONATING THEIR TIME AND ENERGIES TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS.
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BUSINESSMEN

ATTENTION ••••
We offer layout service,

finished art, camera ready

material, and/or addressing

service in our

COMMERCIAL

PRINTING DIVISION

• MENUS

eLETTERHEADS

eBROCHURES

at reason a ble prices

For quality and economy ..

CALL 537-7750
251 EAST DUNDEE RD.

WHEELING. ILLINOIS 60090

Congratulations Wheeling ... 75th Anniversary
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Farms and Acreage

Country Estat8s- Homes

Industrial Business and Subdivison Properties

SERVING THE REAL ESTATE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY SINCE '92'

20 West Dundee Road,
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

WHEELING NUMBER LE 7~4300 CHICAGO NUMBER RO 4~9400
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